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High School Mathematics – Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What graphing calculator will my student be using in class?

All high school math classes in Klein ISD have the TI-Nspire graphing calculator.  Each
teacher has a class set of calculators to use in the classroom.  If you would like to purchase
one for your student to use at home, they are available for purchase at many local electronic
or office supply stores.

2. Does 8th grade Algebra 1 count for graduation under the foundation plan?

Yes, students can count credit earned in 8th grade Algebra 1 as one of the four required math

credits for high school graduation.

3. What are alternatives to Pre-Calculus for the 4th year of math?

Advanced Quantitative Reasoning (AQR) 

This course builds upon students’ algebra and geometry foundations to expand 
their understanding through further mathematical experiences.  The focus of the 
course includes the analysis of information using statistical methods and 
probability, modeling change and mathematical relationships, mathematical 
decision making in finance and society, and spatial and geometrical modeling for 
decision making.  This course is designed to prepare students for a variety of 
future paths in college, including the social sciences, computers, business, and 
health fields. 

Pre-requisite: Algebra 2 

Independent Study: Dual Credit College Algebra 

This course builds upon students’ algebra skills to prepare them for advanced 
mathematics courses in college.  The focus of the course includes the analysis of 
absolute value equations and inequalities, graphing skills, functions, and the 
theory of equations and matrices.  Successful completion of the course may 
result in dual credit for both high school graduation and college coursework.  A 
student interested in this course should contact his/her counselor for details 
regarding prerequisites, requirements, and testing. 

Pre-requisite: Algebra 2 and Counselor Approval 

4. Which course should students take?

Both AQR and College Algebra are open-enrollment courses.  Students may decide to take
either course as long as they have successfully completed Algebra 2.  Typically students who
plan to attend a 4-year university take Pre-calculus, while students who plan to attend a 2-
year college or trade program take AQR or College Algebra.
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5. Do these courses count towards graduation under the requirements for the

foundation plan?

Yes, both AQR and College Algebra will count for graduation under the current

foundation graduation plan.

6. What grade points are assigned to the courses?

AQR will receive regular grade points, while Independent Study: Dual Credit College Algebra
will receive honors grade points.  TEA specifies that all courses earning Dual Credit shall
receive honors grade points.

7. Where does Independent Study: Dual Credit College Algebra meet?

The College Algebra class will be taught by Klein ISD teachers at the high school campus
during the regular school day.

8. Does College Algebra meet for the entire school year since this is only a one-semester
course at Lonestar?

Yes, the Dual Credit College Algebra course will meet for an entire school year.  However,
the students will enroll with Lonestar for the spring semester only.  The course content will be
spread out over the entire school year in order to give students more time to master concepts
than is typically available on the college campus.

9. What materials and textbooks are used for these courses?

AQR materials were developed by the UT Dana Center and are available both in print and
online for the teachers.  The materials are free-of-charge to Texas public schools.  Schools
are responsible for downloading student materials to the LMS system at 1:1 campuses or
printing necessary work.  There is no traditional textbook for this course; however, additional
print and online resources suggested by the Dana Center may be utilized.

10. Why are courses called “Independent Study” when the courses are taught in a traditional
classroom of 20-30 students?

TEA does not have Student Expectations (TEKS) assigned to College Algebra.  For this
reason, the course falls under the Independent Study category as a math course with content
beyond the level of Algebra 2.  This course will be assigned the PEIMS code for Independent
Study Mathematics in Chancery.
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11. Can students take Independent Study courses concurrently with Algebra 2?

No, students must successfully complete Algebra 2 prior to enrolling in a course that is
designated as Independent Study.  This is outlined in the current foundation graduation
plan.

12. Can Juniors take the Independent Study courses?

Yes, these courses are open to any Junior or Senior student who has successfully completed
Algebra 2 and meets the pre-requisites.

13. What does a pre-requisite of “counselor approval” mean?

This is a note to students that they must work with their counselor to meet the requirements
of entry into the Lonestar College System.  Lonestar has a list of requirements including age,
college placement tests, and tuition.  The counselors will work closely with students to make
sure students meet these requirements prior to enrolling in the Dual Credit course.

14. If a student intends to enroll in Dual Credit College Algebra, what is the deadline to meet the
entry requirements into Lonestar?

Students must meet all entrance requirements for Lonestar, including taking and passing the
entrance exam for Lonestar prior to the start of the fall semester.




